A Complete Line of Award-
Winning Stackable Switches
and Switching Routers

Offers Ethernet, Fast Ethernet
and Gigabit Ethernet
Connectivity

Delivers Wire-Speed
Performance and Layer
2/3/4-7 Switching

Packed with advanced features,
including VLANs, Server Load
Balancing, QoS, Server and
Inter-switch Trunk Groups and
Multicast Support

SWITCHES &
SWITCHING

PRODUCT
YEAR

deliver wire-
speed performance and the
flexibility of 10, 100 and 1000
megabits per second (Mbps)
connectivity in a slim-line
stackable form factor.

Foundry products include the
industry’s most advanced features
and provide the performance
needed to support today and
tomorrow’s applications. Virtual
LANs (VLANSs) give network
managers the flexibility to
assign VLANSs on a port,
protocol, sub-net or IEEE 802.1q
tagged basis. Foundry’s flexible
switching allows users to

maximize network performance

with Layer 2, Layer 3 or Layer
4-7 switching.

All Foundry products include
quality of service (QoS) and
multicast features that ensure
availability of mission-critical
data and bandwidth-hungry
multimedia applications.

Based on a robust and flexible
architecture, Foundry switches
and routers support large MAC
address and routing tables.
Foundry backbone switches also
can be field upgraded to provide
multilayer switching, full multi-
protocol routing capabilities and
Layer 4-7 switching.

Transparently scaleable from
10 to 1000 Mbps, Foundry
products leverage existing net-
work infrastructures and provide

investment protection.

Auto-sensing, auto-negotiating
10/100 Mbps ports simplify
network administration by
automatically learning the
operating speed of directly
attached devices.

Foundry’s Gigabit Ethernet
options include multi-mode
1000BaseSX support for intra-
building connectivity and single-
mode 1000BaselX for Gigabit
Ethernet connectivity throughout
the campus, as well as 1000BaseT
uplinks for desktops and servers.
Corporations that want to extend
the performance of Gigabit
Ethernet across a metropolitan
area network can use Foundry’s
enhanced single-mode option at

distances up to 150 kilometers.



Switches & Switching Routers

Foundry Stackable Switches

™

Foundry’s FastIron™ Workgroup Switch offers Fast
and Gigabit Ethernet switching. Enterprises that
previously deployed hubs can now use the speed and
dedicated bandwidth of switching to increase LAN
performance and provide QoS to their network.

The FastIron Workgroup Switch cost-effectively
accelerates performance in workgroups and servers.
Features such as 4,000 MAC addresses, QoS, Layer 4
TCP/UDP session switching, optional redundant power
and a complete set of network management applications
enable the FastIron Workgroup Switch to support mission-

critical data and bandwidth-hungry multimedia applications.

Foundry’s award-winning FastIron Backbone and
TurboIron™/8 Switches provide immediate relief for
congested networks. The FastIron Backbone Switch
increases backbone performance and eliminates server
congestion with 10, 100 and 1000 Mbps switching. The
Turbolron/8 Switch delivers the power of an all Gigabit
Ethernet solution to today’s enterprise.

Designed for use in demanding networks, Foundry
backbone switches learn and cache up to 32,000 MAC
addresses in high-speed content addressable memory
(CAM). Both switches offer the flexibility of
wire-speed Layer 2, Layer 3 and Layer 4-7 switching
on a single platform.

FastIron Backbone and Turbolron/8 Switches include
Foundry’s multilayer switching (MLS) feature. Multilayer
switching enables Foundry backbone switches to
transparently perform processing-intensive IP and IPX
traffic forwarding, freeing existing routers to handle
topology management and non-IP and IPX traffic. This
capability off-loads traditional routers up to 80 percent,
greatly improving performance and eliminating the need
for costly upgrades.

Enterprises that require additional routing capabilities
can field upgrade a Foundry Fastlron Backbone or
Turbolron/8 Switch to provide wire-speed, multi-

protocol routing.

Foundry Stackable
Switching Routers

Foundry’s award-winning NetIron™ and TurboIron/8
switching routers boost Layer 3 performance and
eliminate bottlenecks with wire-speed, multi-protocol
routing. Enterprises can use Foundry routers to build
a high performance backbone that provides efficient
support for unpredictable Intranet traffic. NetIron
provides 10, 100 and 1000 Mbps connectivity, while
TurboIron/8 offers all Gigabit Ethernet backbone routing.

Standard IP, IPX, RIP, OSPF, AppleTalk and IP multicast
routers, Netlron and Turbolron/8 interoperate seamlessly
with installed networks. Built to provide consistently
high network performance, Foundry routers accelerate
Layer 2 and Layer 3 functions in hardware; forwarding,
topology management and switching are performed at
wire-speed.

Foundry switching routers provide up to 20 times
the performance of traditional routers at less than 10
percent the cost. Able to handle mission critical

networks with ease, Foundry routers support up to
200,000 routes. Unlike proprietary schemes that require
new protocols, Netlron and Turbolron/8 simply
accelerate existing protocols and all traffic flows.

This eliminates the risk and cost associated with adopting
new protocols and ensures interoperability with

existing routers.

Foundry Advanced Features

Foundry's selectable quality of service (QoS) is
a simple yet effective technique that provides the
benefits of quality of service in a frame-based network.
With selectable QoS, even delay sensitive applications
receive the bandwidth they need. Selectable QoS has
three levels of functionality that can be enabled on
FastIron, Netlron and Turbolron/8 switches and
switching routers.

Level I minimizes the impact of queuing delays by
providing normal or high traffic prioritization and IEEE
802.3x flow control for individual users, servers,
ports or VLANS.
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